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1. No later than September 30, 2019, OP shall propose planning-area specific fair share 
targets for affordable housing production by 2025 necessary to achieve an equitable 
distribution of affordable units by 2045. 

2. OP and DHCD shall identify new ways of promoting opportunities for affordable 
housing throughout the city, especially in high opportunity areas that provide access 
to good jobs, schools, and transit as part of the Analysis of Impediments to Fair 
Housing. 

IV. CREATING HOMEOWNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

Owning a home is an important pathway for many households to achieve stability and 
economic wellbeing. 

1. DMPED, DHCD, and OP shall seek ways to encourage developments that create 
ownership opportunities. 

2. DHCD shall continue to help prepare and assist households to purchase homes and 
enjoy the stability and increased economic peace of mind that can come with 
homeownership. 

3. Providing DC government employees, especially first responders, teachers, and front
line workers with an opportunity to live in the District is a critical goal. DHCD shall 
examine the effectiveness and ease of use of the Home Purchase Assistance Program 
and Employer Assisted Housing Program. 

V. THE HOUSING SAFETY NET: HOMEWARD DC 

In 2015, the District released a strategic plan to guide transformation of its housing crisis 
response system, with the ultimate goal of ensuring that homelessness in the District is 
rare, brief, and nonrecurring. Over the past four years, the District has devoted 
unprecedented resources to begin transforming its emergency housing stock and increase 
targeted housing subsidies to help individuals and families exit homelessness. Yet, rising 
housing costs and diminished affordable housing stock have created barriers to reaching 
this goal, as hundreds of households newly experience homelessness each year. To 
continue making progress against the Homeward DC plan, the District must redouble its 
efforts to fund deeply affordable and permanent supportive housing solutions. The 
Interagency Council on Homelessness shall work with DMPED, DHCD, and OP on 
aligning the affordable and permanent supportive housing strategies in the plan with the 
District's larger efforts. 

VI. RESIDENT HOUSING EXPERIENCE 

While the production of units is a critical need for the District, it is also critical that 
residents are able to occupy those units. The Lab@ DC shall: 

1. Take a user-centered design approach to improve the way prospective and current 
homeowners find and utilize affordable housing programs and opportunities; and 
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2. Create a unified "Front Door" for housing programs that can guide residents to the 
appropriate opportunities for individual households. 

VII. CONNECTION WITH LARGER INITIATIVES 

Although there is much that Washington, DC can and must do on its own to address its 
housing needs, the city's housing market does not exist in isolation or behind a wall. 
Consequently, the District's efforts to meet the housing needs for existing and future 
residents must leverage regional and national resources. 

The demand for more housing is regional in nature and based on regional job growth. 
Based on projections from the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments, DC 
and surrounding jurisdictions will require a minimum of 240,000 net new housing units 
by 2025. If other jurisdictions produce insufficient levels of housing and affordable 
housing or refuse to acknowledge the shared responsibility to accommodate growth, cost 
pressures will impact District resources and residents and disadvantage low-income 
residents. To address this: 

1. Agencies shall work with their regional counterparts, regional constituencies, and 
stakeholders to broadly investigate how regulations, market forces, and community 
impacts and influences impede the ability to produce new housing region-wide and 
persuade neighboring jurisdictions to undertake their own plans. 

2. Agency representatives metropolitan-wide shall advocate that such investigations into 
new housing production address opportunities for additional capacity, accessibility, 
and affordability. 

3. DMPED, DHCD, and OP shall explore engaging major employers to support 
moderate- and middle-income housing production with an emphasis on proximity to 
employment opportunities. 

4. Washington, DC must also make its voice heard in federal housing policy. As the 
Chair of the National League of Cities Task Force on Housing and a member of the 
advisory board of the US Conference of Mayors, I have a unique opportunity to build 
a strong coalition around the urgency to produce and preserve new housing units. 
With staff support from District agencies, this coalition should sound the call to the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) that funding its public 
housing assets is a moral imperative. A lack of proper funding and deferred 
maintenance from HUD has created an unhealthy and unsafe environment for 
vulnerable residents who rely on public housing. This coalition should also advocate 
to increase funding for the Housing Choice Voucher Program, the National Housing 
Trust Fund, and public housing capital and operating funds to ensure the long-term 
sustainability of these critical sources of and supports for housing. 

5. Staff and agencies shall support my efforts, through the National League of Cities and 
in other coalitions, to form and support partnerships to articulate and raise awareness 
over the impact that federal taxation policies have on housing affordability for renters 
and homeowners alike. 
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VIII. SUPERCESSION: This Order supersedes previous Mayor's Orders to the extent of 
any inconsistency therein. 

IX. EFFECTIVE DATE: This Order shall become effective immediately. 

ATTEST: ~-~ 
KIMBE Y A. BASSETT 

ACTING SECRETARY 0 STATE OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


